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HOUSES OF Martin Lul S
WORSHIP ther was an

By Joseph unlikely rev-
Loconte olutionary
i for human

freedom.
When the Augustinian monk
hammered his “Ninety-Five
Theses” to the Wittenberg Cas-
tle Church on Oct. 31, 1517—
and unleashed the Protestant
Reformation—he was still com-
mitted to the spiritual author-.
ity of the Catholic Church and
retained many of the preju-
dices of European Chnsnanity

Yet Luther’s person: P

rience of God’s
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their vows of celibacy and pov- S
erty, could produce the spiri- c
tual athletes of the church, the o
thinking went. But to Luther vu
the monasteries were hotbeds I
of avarice and pride. He -~
wanted them abolished, writ- |
ing in “The Babylonian Captiv-
ity of the Church” (A520) that
“pretentious hves,m mdex
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Scnpture, available almost ex-
clusively in Latin, the language
of the clergy and the highly ed-
ucated. But Luther wanted the
Bible translated and read as
widely as possible: “We must
inquire about this of the
mother in the home, the chil-
dren on the street, the common

man in the marketplace,” he

explained in “On Translation:
An Open Letter” (1530). “We
must be guided by their lan-

guage, mewaythevspeak.and
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ciled to God—made these great
innovations possible. Con-
vinced that the teachings of
Christ had become twisted into
an “unbearable bondage of hu-
man works and laws,” he
preached a gospel of freedom.
Salvation, he taught, was a gift
from God available to everyone
through faith in Jesus and his
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